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An Editorial

S c nator Hubert Humphrey has af-
firmed the need for an expansion

of social science, proposing a national
charter to be drawn up by profession-
al groups with governmental coopera-
tion. He indicates that a vastly in-
creased federal expenditure in this
area is required .
« -e have several explicit proposals

to add to his appeal . The first is that
the Congress, perhaps through the
Government Operations Committee .
authorize a committee of persons act-
ing as individuals to report to it on
the nature and possibilities of a full-
scale social research program with a
plan for its accomplishment . If Sena-
tors such as Senator Humphrey . Paul
Douglas, and Clifford Case were ac-
tive in their selection, we might have
some chance of a committee that
could rise above some common vices
of research authorities : the narrow-
ness of a census-taker, the caution of
a foundation executive, the disorienta-
tion of an educator, the expediency of
a politician, and the scornfulness of a
businessman . The appointees should
be social scientists of experience .
achievement, courage, toughness, and
large vision : such would be Francis

Keppel of the Graduate School of Ed-
ucation at Harvard, Evron Kirkpatrick
who directs the American Political
Science Association, Edward Litch-
field who is President of the Univer-
sit - of Pittsburgh, John Ivey - of Michi-
gan State. Allen Wallis of the Business
School of the University of Chicago .
and James Miller who directs the
Mental Health Research Institute at
the University of Michigan . Let these
men, or men like them . say what so-
cial science can do for this world, how
mich support it needs . and how to
organize the effort .

We have derived several conclu-
sions from our years of observing the
general condition of the social sci-
ences. which, without wishing prema-
turely to foreclose other alternatives .
we would hand over to such a group
as hypotheses .

We believe that the best location
for the highest types of applied social
research is in relation to the highest
councils of the government, and there-
fore would recommend that the Li-
brary of Congress should be the seat
of the Policy Sciences Research Group
in the national social research estab-
lishment. An Assistant Secretary for
Research and Development of each
major Department of government
should be cox officio a member of this
Group, dealing there with members
of the Congress, the Presidents rep-
resentative, and several Library of
Congress social scientists and public •
members .
A second kind of recommendation

concerns specific areas of research . At
this stage of human knowledge . which
is much farther along than the vast
majority can conceive . every operation
of government can receive direct and
major benefit from applications of the
social sciences . Every agency of gov-
ernment requires an understanding
and an extended use of social science.
The Agency for International Devel-
opment provides an example . This
Agency can waste a billion dollars a
year without effort. Yet the psychol-
ogy, pedagogy, economics, administra-
tion, and political science of aid and
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